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VERTICAL COMICS 


MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 
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MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 


Ayuko Oka [17) 



At 4’8”, she’s very small, but 
her figure is well-developed 
and quite gorgeous. Tsubaki 
spotted her kissing Ueno in 
the classroom after school, but 
she’s not too bothered by it. 
Like Tsubaki, she is responsive 
to Urabe’s drool. 


Ueno {17} 



Tsubaki’s best friend. 

He’s been going out with their 
classmate, Oka, since they 
were sophomores. Ueno’s 
fond way of talking about Oka 
frequently influences Tsubaki’s 
ideas about relationships. 


Youko Tsubaki {24} 



Akira’s sister, seven years his 
senior. She handles all the 
housework in place of their 
mother, who died when they 
were young. Akira is highly 
indebted to her. 


Characters 


Akira Tsubaki (17] 



The protagonist of the story. 
His bizarre relationship with 
Urabe began after he licked 
her drool one day. He is as 
interested in girls as any boy 
his age, but Urabe takes the 
lead in their relationship and 
Tsubaki can’t seem to initi¬ 
ate any progress between 
them. 


Mikoto Urabe {17} 



A transfer student who 
joined Tsubaki’s class. She 
can convey her own feelings 
through her drool, as well 
as pick up on Tsubaki’s 
feelings through his. She’s 
antisocial and everything 
she says and does is 
mysterious, but her ideas 
about love are very pure. 

Her hobby is using scissors, 
which she can use to cut up 
anything. 


























































































































































































































































































































BUT 

m U/ERE SORT 
OF JUST S0IN6 
alons WITH 
THE SITUATION 
YESTERDAY... 
































































THE 

CLASSROOM 
15 ALWAYS 
CROWPEP ANP 
NOISY PURlNS 


IT FEELS /ALL 
THE MORE 
LIKE IT'S 
"CJUST THE 
TWO OF 
US"... 


OAV/ 


TUC 


WELL 


YEAH 


COULP 


THAT 


WHAT THE HECK? 
POESN'T THAT GUST 
MEAN YOU'RE TOO 
EASILY AFFECTEP 
BY THE MOOP? 


ANP 
IT CJU5T 
NATURALLY 


TURNS INTO 
THAT SORT 
OF MOOP... 
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I MEEP TO 6IVE 
URABE THE 
"PON'T WAIT, 
60 HOME 
WITHOUT ME" 
SI6N... 












































































































































































































































si 

\p ( L J®f u... 

WAKE 

up/ 

M^K UR/^BE 

ran ,„i 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































you 

KNOW 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
MY JACKET'S A 
LITTLE WARM 
TOI7AY... 


MAYBE I'LL 
BREAK OUT MY 
SUMMER UNIFORM 
TOMORROW. 


SEEIN6 MY 
MAKES SIRLFRIENP 

ME FEEL LIKE SWITCH TO 
MY OWN HER SUMMER 
SUMMER IS UNIFORM 

HERE... k . 


MAY 

IS THE TIME 
OF YEAR WHEN 
YOU CAN WEAR 
EITHER SUMMER 
OR WINTER 
UNIFORMS. 
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AREN'T YOU 
HOT IN YOUR 
WINTER 
UNlPORM? 
































































































































































THE WINTER 
UNIFORMS ARE 
VERY HOT... 

































































































LET'S PUCK 
UNPER A TREE 
IN THE PARK 
FOR SHELTER- 








































































































































SMELLS 

REALLY 

MICE... 


UR ABE. 


































































































IT SMELLS 
THAT 

Mice... 


x 

POM'T 

THIMK 
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£NP 

my own 

$U/Y\/Y\£R 

PINALLY 

ct\m. 


MV SO, 
JUNE 
ARRlVEP 
MV 

EVERYONE 

SWITCHED 

TO 

COOLER 

CLOTHES, 


URABE'S 

summer 

UNIFORM 

...¥ 


3 END OF CHAPTER 14 


JUST 
60T 
HERE. 





























■Jz 






















































































































































































































































THANKS' 
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XT'S 
PRETTY 
HOT THIS 
YE£R. 


THE CIC/M7M 
*RE /AUREAPY 
SIMSI/M6. 
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THESE 


TO BE PONE 


ALONE 

IN THE TOGETHER 
PARK SETS 
A NICE 
WOOP... 









































® END OF CHAPTER 15 
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SORRY, 




SO WHY 
PON'T we 
MEET UP AT 
KAZAMIPAI 
STATION AT 
7 A.M.? 


v WE'LL 

PlNP A 
(1 , BEACH 

m LL THAT'S 

PROBABLY ao5E 

WANT TO g/MouSH 
LEAVE prjp ft 

ew, pay 
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F ^ 


X JUST SOT 
HERE TOO, 
50 I WASN'T 
W/MTI/MS. 


TSUB/AKI 





























OH, AT 
THEIR 
HOUSE? 





































































































T5UBAKI. 



































































A TAM 
AMP SHE'S 
. WEARIM6 
i A BIKINI... 



TSU8AKL. 











































SORRY 


SLOWER 


NO W. 


I'VE BEEN 
SWim/YMN6 AT 

mv pap's 

PPETTV FAMILY'S 
S HOUSE SINCE 
S00P - X WAS LITTLE, 


so I'm 

PRETTY 




















































































































I'VE 
SOT 
TAN 
LINES 
ON mv 
HIP.,. 


SO 

NOW 
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my 

TAN LINES 
A6AIN? 
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VO vou 
WAlNT TO 
SEE 

































































































































X HEARP 
FR OM A 
SPORTS 
FESTIVAL 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBER 


THAT FOR 
THE SIRLS' 
RELAY, 



















































AFTERU/ARPS, 


OF 

Af TER COURSE 
All... NOT. 


IF X JOINED 
A TEAM, I 
WOULPN'T BE 
ABLE TO WALK 
HOME WITH 

you. 


60IN6 
TO JOIN 
THE TRACK 
TEAM? 
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'T* 


50 




EVEN 

TH0U6H YOUR 
LESS COULP 

make you 

SUCCESSFUL 
WISH SCHOOL 
SPRINTER IF yOU 
JOlNEP THE 
TR/4CK TE m, 


WALKIN6 HOME WITH 
TSUBAKI IS (\ HI6HER 

pRiORiTy for you, 

RISHT? 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































ANP EVEN IF WE 
CM 'T VO OUR RITUAL 
ON THE WAY HOME 
EVERY PAY, WE CAN 
STILL PO IT A FEW 
TIMES A WEEK AFTER 
WE SO HOME... 



ANP OF 
COURSE, 1'V 
ENJOY SEEINS 
YOU PO WELL 
IN TRACK, 



BUT 

APTER SEEINS 
THE RELAY RACE 
TOPAY, I STARTEP 
TO PEEL LIKE 
I'M HOLPINS 
BACK YOUR 
POTENTIAL 























































































SMIU/N6 


SINCE 

you 

SMILEP 

^FTER 

TMTlNS 

my 

PROOL, 


RATHER 
TH/^N 
WANTIN6 
WE TO JOIN 
TME TR^CK 
TE m... 


































THAT 

WEANS 

YOU 

WANT 


YOUR¬ 

SELF, 

R16HT 

2 









mv 

LOCKER 

mme 

Tfle.J 


0m 



TH^lN 

x'p EMaoy 
BEIM6 ON THE 
TR£CK TE/4M 
/W U/IMMIM6 
CHAMPION¬ 
SHIPS, 


EMaoy 

WALKIN6 
HOME WITH 
you A LOT 
MORE 

















































































ANP 

EVERVTHI/M6 

ELSE 

ABOUT HER, 
ALL TO 
MYSELF... 


WANT 

URABE'S 

LE6S, 


E3 END OF CHAPTER 17 















































































WHY PON'T 

we stupy 

T06ETHER 


STUPY 
TOGETHER? 
WHERE U/OULP 
WE STUPY? 


APPARENTLY, 


HER PARENTS 


ARE ALWAYS 


OUT ON 


THAT'S 














































































































































































































































































































PON'T 
...? 
















































IS 

TO BE 
ASSER¬ 
TIVE. 1 



LISTEN, 
UENO/ THE 
IMPORTANT 
THIN6 POR 

a euy 



you WANT 

TO MAKE PROGRESS, 
PON'T YOU? THEN 
YOU HAVE TO EXPRESS 
YOUR OWN FEELINGS 
TO HER/ IF yOU'P 
CJUST BE ASSERTIVE, 
YOU CAN MOVE HER 
HEART/ 




















































































ISN'T IT? 

X /WE THIS 
CAKE MYSELF. 


































































































































































































1 LOOK 

happy? 


YOU'RE 

6RIMI/N6. 


WHY PO 
YOU LOOK 
SO HAPPY? 





















































































































































































































SO 1 THINK IT'S 
A 600V I PEA 
TO START NOW, 
WHILE WE'RE 
JUNIORS. 


BUT TO PO THAT, WE 
BOTH NEEP 600P 
6RAPES UNTIL WE TAKE 
ENTRANCE EXAMS, 
RI6HT? 


X 

MI6HT BE 
A LITTLE 
STRICT 
WHEN WE 
STUpy... 


EVERy 
SATURP/W 
PROM NOW 
ON! 


BUT 
LET'S KEEP 
STUpyiNS 
HARP AT /Y\y 
HOUSE 



















































































































































































S END OF CHAPTER 18 





























































































THE WlNP'S 
SETTIN6 
COLPER... 


XT'S 

NOVEMBER 

ALREAPY... 


WHOA. 


YEAH. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I 

WONPER 
WHY 
SEEIMS 
HIS SISTER 
PROOL 
/Y\APE HI/¥\ 
WANT TO 
ASK THAT... 



HE 

ASKEP ME 
IP X HAVE A 
BOVPR1EAIP 



RI6HT 

AFTER THAT, 
HE ASKEP A 
STRA/N6E 
QUESTION. 









































































































































































HUH? WELL... 
AFTER 6RAPUATI0N 
HE WENT OPP TO 
COLLESE IN KANSAI. 
WE KEPT IN TOUCH 
POR THE FIRST 6 
MONTHS OR SO... 


WHAT 
IS VOUR 
HI6H 
SCHOOL 
BOY- 
FRIENP 
POlNS 
NOW? 


I'M SORRY/ 

XT MUST BE BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A CURRENT STUPENT 
AT MY OLP SCHOOL... 
I'M TELUN6 ALL THESE 
BORINS STORIES/ 










































































































































































































WHAT? H/V\? 


TSUBAKL. 































WENT THEIR 
SEPARATE 
WAYS AFTER 
6RAPUATI0N 


SHE SAIP 
THEY'RE 
NOT IN 
TOUCH AT 
ALL NOW. 



5 - 

$ 0 ... 


15 SHE STILL 
SOINS OUT 
WITH HER 
BOYFRIENP 
FRO/Y\ HISH 
SCHOOL? 




HI6H SCHOOL. 


amp MOW 
THEY'RE MOT 
IM TOUCH 
AT ALL... 


JW °o ( 

OH... I 

J ▼ yy 

TOPAY'S HERE, i 
POSE. j \ 

■ _ 



; T " 3 / 

y..^ 


my SISTER HAP 


\ | A BOVERIEMP IM 

jS/Kr' ° jHt 
































































A 5 1 

POMPEREP 

THE 

UMKMOWM 
PUTURE I/M 
THE AUTUM/M 
SUMSET, 


X WAMT TO KISS 
URABE A/NP /#$/<§) 
A/MP ALL KIMPS 
OP OTHER THI/M6S 
WITH HER... 


El END OF CHAPTER 19 


X K/NEW 
THAT I WAS, 
IMPEEP, A 
/7-YEAR-OLP 
BOY WITH A 
PULLY-CHAR6EP 
UB1PO... 


BUT 

RISHT MOW, 
IMSTEAP OP 
THINKI/MS 
THAT PAR 
AHEAP... 



my 

"mysTERious 

61RLPR1EMP" 

WILL 

Become my 
"mysTERious 
wipe" 

somecw.,. 
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T5UBAK1. 














































































60 W&f\V 
MV TOUCH 
TH£/Y\,„ 













THAT 

SATURPAY 

NI6HT... 






















































































































1 WONPER 
IF THAT'S 
HOW 



















































































































































IF I 
WALK STRAIGHT 
POWN THIS 
ROAP FOR ABOUT 
20 MINUTES, 
I'LL BE AT URABE'S 
BUILPIN6... 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































o oo 

































ARE YOU SURE 
THERE ISN'T 
SOMETHIN > >UyflKI, 

on your miNP 

ABOUT ME? 
















































AMP 

SOFT 

HOW 

PIP 

THEY 

AMP 

FEEL? 

T0UCHIM6 

FIRM... 


THEM SEMT A 

shiver up my 
SPlME... 



WWW.. 




what m x 

SAYlMS...? 














































































































































































you 

CAN TOUCH 
mE WITH YOUR 
HANPS... 


I IP 

"you 

WANT 


S END OF CHAPTER 20 





















because IWfcOTO 

OEABE IS A 61BI... 


AFTER MANY 
DIFFICULTIES, VOLUME- 2- 
is finally on SALEf 
And it’s thanks to all 
OF you READERS'! 

So ; 

"MYSTERIOUS girlfriend x” I 
IS A Romance comic AF>out An 
Average FoY, Al^'RA tSi^AW, 
And A mysterious GiRl, 
MI^oto uRAFE. there’s 
Somethin^ the Author often 

FANTASIES A&OUT WHILE 
WRITING THIS COMIC. THAT »S: 
"if V WERE A comic Serialised 
IN A GIRLS’ MANGA MAGAZINE, 
AF>out A mysterious F>oY And 
An Average GiRl who is 
DRAwn to him... 

IN OTHER WORDS, 

IF TSUBAK1 AND URABE'S 
GENDERS WERE REVERSED, 
WHAT KIND OF COMIC 
WOULD IT BE?" 






IF I WERE TO DRAW THE CHARACTERS OF THIS 
FANTASY COMIC, THET MIGHT LOOK LIKE THIS! 



ON 
THAT 
NOTE, A 
BONUS 
COMIC 
EXCLUSIVE 
TO THIS 
volume 
STARTS 
ON THE 
NEXT 
PAGE! 


A girl bound 
to the 
mysterious 
Makoto Urabe 
through drool. 
A completely 
ordinary girl 
with average 
looks, grades, 
and athletic 
ability. She 
doesn’t stanc 
up well to 
sexual 
harassment 


A 

mysterious 
boy who 
transferred into 
Kazamidai 
High School. 
Cool, quiet, 
and antisocial. 
His bangs usually 
cover half of his 
face, but 
underneath, 
he’s rather 
attractive. 

He has a 
bond with 
Tsubaki 
.through drool. 










Their Bond 


>€. 


f/i o f/^/ju'e/u/ j 























Her rival in love is a boy? What will happen next? 


A heart-pounding 9 v /> 
mo , A / iue , ut ^ y^j romantic comedy! ! 

j Oka’s Also a Boy i 

i 




Mysterious Windy Day 
“Boyfriend” Version 











































rson and appear- ^ elastic wa lls mo ^ itthere 
, strike the atten- | extent. De P end f“,° verv addition 
sual observe- 




now she's P Matthew, i 

i woodpile talking^ when she kr 


vhy you die 


The sketch above was actually drawn quite a while ago. Long before serialization 
of “Mysterious Girlfriend X” began. Even before the one-shot story published in 
Afternoon half a year before the serialized comic, “Mysterious Girlfriend X” 
(included in volume 1 as “Chapter 0”), was drawn. It was drawn after the “Dream 
Users” serialization ended, during the period when I was formulating ideas for my 
next work. That makes it the very first version of “Mikoto Urabe” that was ever 
drawn. At first, the plot I had in mind to follow “Dream Users” was also a story with 
many occult-ish elements. Originally, it was to be a legendary romance tale about 
a girl descended from a mysterious ancient clan depicted in Japan’s “Record of 
Ancient Matters”, and a boy who fell in love with her, but the editorial department 
didn’t like that idea. They asked, “Are occult elements like the legends in the “Re¬ 
cord of Ancient Matters” necessary in a boy-meets-girl story? To a teenage boy, 
aren’t girls extremely mysterious beings in and of themselves?” When I received 
that criticism, something clicked, and after many twists and turns and ups and 
downs, the character I finally came up with was the “Mikoto Urabe” in 
the sketch above. It’s been almost four years since I drew it, and it’s 
been almost two years since the serialization of “X” began, so Urabe’s 
image has changed quite a bit since this was drawn. For example, her 
chest is bigger now than that of the Urabe above. Personally, I prefer 
slender girls, but this change might be a result of the healthy teenage 
boy Akira Tsubaki’s point of view gradually influencing my own. As a 
story progresses, the writer is always influenced by his own characters. 
Just as Tsubaki is both excited and anxious to see how his relationship 
with Urabe will develop, when I look at this earliest version of Urabe, 

I am both excited and anxious to see where the story of “X” will go 

‘ the nearest j ut him lull 

e explained, '1 consider A lamp placed on a stool 


ONE DAT, 


2008 

m 

UKHIBA 

B/{ DCtf 


UstTsurely it's One 


drich was 1 
she said bru 
there, neve 
ense. I’d soc 
u s you're tol< 
to begin gb 
that some of tbesec 

featherbrained, A™ 


e if you'd i 










































































MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 


Ayuko Oka [17) 



At 4’8”, she’s very small, but her 
figure is well-developed and 
quite gorgeous. Tsubaki spotted 
herkissing Ueno intheclassroom 
after school, but she’s not too 
bothered by it. Like Tsubaki, she 
is responsive to Urabe’s drool. 


Kouhei Ueno {17} 



Tsubaki’s best friend. 

He’s been going out with their 
classmate, Oka, since they were 
sophomores. Ueno’s fond way 
of talking about Oka frequently 
influencesTsubaki’sideasabout 
relationships. 


Youko Tsubaki {24) 



Akira’s sister, seven years his 
senior. She handles all the 
housework in place of their 
mother, who died when they 
were young. Akira is highly 
indebted to her. 


Characters 

Akira Tsubaki {17} 



The protagonist of the story. 
His bizarre relationship with 
Urabe began after he licked 
her drool one day. He is as 
interested in girls as any boy 
his age, but Urabe takes the 
lead in their relationship and 
Tsubaki can’t seem to initiate 
any progress between them. 


Mikoto Urabe [17) 



A transfer student who 
joined Tsubaki’s class. 

She can convey her own 
feelings through her drool, 
as well as pick up on 
Tsubaki’s feelings through 
his. She’s antisocial and 
everything she says and 
does is mysterious, but her 
ideas about love are very 
pure. Her hobby is using 
scissors, which she can 
use to cut up anything. 

































you cm 

touch me 

WITH YOUR 
H/WS... 


SHOULP 
WAIT UNTIL... 

I-I mean, 

WE SHOULP 
VALUE EACH 
OTHER'S 
FEEUN6S... 


ip you 

W^/NT... 


HUH 


W-WE 

SHOULPN'T... 

L-LET 
OURSELVES 
SET CARRIEP 
AWAY... 


BUT... 


W-WE 
SHOULP 
B-BOTH 
BE SURE^ 
THAT A 
WE ifl 
WANT 'ifl 
TO... H 




















if you pon't 
touch me 
BEPORE I COUNT 
TO THREE, 
yOU'LL LOSE 
YOUR CHANCE... 


WHAT 

2f 







URABE t 
) // 


on e. 


i 

TWO. 

A 

r 

— o 


SORRY, 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Eg END OF CHAPTER 21 
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ii-ui vm. iHn 





































































































































































































XT 

THE POESM'T 
FACT MATTER IF 
REMAINS you'REMAp 
OR MOT. 


MAPE 

my ou/m 

6IRLFR1EMP 

CRy. 


THAT 


X WOM'T 


SO 

PLEASE 
HIT ME. 


WE CAM PO FEEL BETTER 


OUR ROUTIME 
AFTER THAT. 


UMTIL you 

PO. 







































































TOUCH 



my 

EAR... 































6RIP HARPER,.. 











































AFTFR 

WM/^T you PIP 
yesterp/w, 



























































































































































g END OF CHAPTER 22 


PROW 
NOW 
I ON, 


you 

CHAN6EP 

my 

SENSES... 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































com on, 

LET'S TRY 
MOTHER 
HAIRSTYLE /V 
TOPAY' >\ VJ 



WHAT? WHY? 
OUR CLASSMATES 
LOVEP YOUR 
NEW LOOK 
YESTERPAY' 




























































































































































































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 23 





















































































































































































































YEAW, 


BYE, 

TSUBAKI. 


SEE YOU 
TOMOR¬ 
ROW... 


. SEE YOU 
TOMORROW 


























































































































































































































SHE 1 
REALLY \ 
POES LOOK 
LIKE URABE. 


THERE ARE 
SWIMSUIT 
SHOTS, 
TOO... 


AWE¬ 

SOME. 


URABE'S 
BOOBS ARE 
BIS6ER... 


BUT SHE'S 
STILL PRETTV 
CUTE... 





























































































































































































































































































































































THIS 
ONE, I 
6UE55? 





























































x pon't 
THINK you 
NEEP TO 
WORSHIP AN 
IPOL WHO 
LOOKS LIKE 
/Y\E- 































0 END OF CHAPTER 24 
























































































































































































































































































































































I MUST HAVE 
FORSOTTEfl TO PUT 
THEM BACK Ifl THEIR 


WHE/M X 
CHAN6EP AFTER 
5WIMMI/M6, 



























































































II 




























EVEN 
I KNOW 
THAT WAS 
PRETTV 
LOW... 


X'/Y\ 

ALWAVS 
SO TIMIP 
AROUNP 
URABE, 


X 

MAPE 
FUN OF 
HER... 


BUT AS SOON 
AS I KNEW SHE 
COULPN'T USE 
PANTV SCISSORS 
ON WE, 



NOW I'VE 
60NE ANP 
PONE IT... 


1 60T 
CARRIEP 
AWAV 


ANP 

MAPE 

HER 

MAP... 



I'LL 

AP0L06I2E 
TO HER 


illil 


K/MOW 


BEFORE 

SCHOOL 

TOMORROW 






































































































































































OfMP 

me* sly 
pay op 

SCHOOL 

2 / 


























































































































































l'/Y\ SOI/MS 
POR ft LITTLE 
swim/ 


SORRY TO 
MAKE YOU 
HOLP MY 
STUPP.., 


MO 

PROBLEM/ 


I'M 

SO 

6L£P 


I SKIPPEP 
SCHOOL 
TOPAV... 


MO 

PROBLEM/ 






































THE WEATHER 
CHA/MSES QUICKLY 
I/M SUMMER... 


XT'S 60TTEN 
CLOUPY ALL OF 
A SUPPEN... 































IT'S 

H STARTING 
S TO RAI/M. 


LET'S TAKE 
SHELTER 


I/M THOSE 
TREES OVER 
THERE. 




7f*p 

| v y p 



TSU8AKI 


HA/MP 
/V\E THE 
BAS 
THAT'S 

/mot my 

SCHOOL 

BAS, 


THA/MKS... 


























U/HA T? 


UR^BE, 


ESI. 




























































































I 













































— 



X CAN THINK 
OP ONLY ONE 
EXPLANATION 

for my 

MISCHIEVOUS 

MOOP. 





it must 

BE THE 

SUMMER'S 

FAULT, 


XT'S BECAUSE 
OF THE SUMMER 
USHT/Ml/MS THAT 
I SAW URABE NAKEP, 
AFTER ALL.. 


END OF CHAPTER 25 




















































































































































































r ^ 


TO THE THERE'S 
BEACH WITH NO WW 
OKA... I'P SO 








































TO BE 
EXPOSE? 
TO THE EYES 
OP OTHER 
/Y\E/M/ 


X CAM' T 
(Ml OW SUCH 
/A PAM6ER0US 
SI6HT 










































































































































































































































































































1 WAS 
FEEUNS 
A LITTLE 
REBELLIOUS 
TOPAY, 


SINCE UENO 

IS always 

TELUNS /V\E 
LATELY TO 
WEAR PLAINER 
CLOTHES. 


JULY 

ONLY CJUST 
STARTS?... 




BUT THIS 
PLACE IS 
PRETTY 
PACKEP. 


UENO 

SAYS 

THAT? 


THE SEA 
BREEZE 
FEELS 
SREAT.' 


X HAVEN'T 
BEEN TO 
THE BEACH 
IN A6ES/ 


YEAH. 





















































































































































LIKE TELL1N6 
me TO PRESS 
POW/M mORE IP 
X EVER WEAR 
REVEALI/M6 
CLOTHES... 


AMP HE'S BEEN 
ACTI/M6 WEIRP 
EVER SI/MCE. 



or askiM 6 me 

WHERE I'VE BEE/M 
IF I HE CA/N'T 6ET 
AHOLP OF mE O/M 
A PAY OFF... 


6ETTI/M6 
6RU/Y\Py WHE/M 
X CHAT WITH 
OTHER 6UYS I/M 
OUR CLASS... 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SOUVENIR 


SINCE WE'RE 
MERE... 


THE/N WE 
CAN EACM SIVE 
A COPV TO OUR 
BOYFRIENPS. 
MOW POES TMAT 
SOUNP? 


WMY PON'T 
WE TAKE A 
PICTURE OF TME 
TWO OF US 
TOSETMER? 


MAYBE WE 
SMOULP TAKE 
A PMOTO TO 
REMEMBER 
TOPAY BY? 










































































0 END OF CHAPTER 26 
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W v 

■ THERE* V 

-1 P 

/ l 

OU'PUKS, )55P^^i FIRSWORK5 T ?f 

LEASE SO pl/W' "yf>\ SH0W P0WN ' U , 

WITH ME." J T \ T0WN Ngyr TUAT 


m l 






^VV-OT 0 

oV^ 


Vgsbssgf 

frV o0 * 



































































































































































io 







































































/AKIRA/ 



COME 

ON, 


WE'RE 
SO I NS/ 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
WEARINS 


WE'RE 

SOINS TO A 
FESTIVAL/ 


THERE'S A 
FESTIVAL ON THE 
HONSOU TEMPLE 
SROUNPS/ 


1 



























































WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKI/M 6 
ABOUT?. 


WHEN 

you 

WERE 

LITTLE, 


you WERE 
THE ONE 
PRASSlNS 
ME TO 
FESTIVALS' 


I'LL 

aUST STAy 
HERE ANP 
WATCH TV... 


COME 
ON, LET'S 
60 ! 




































VOU SWOULP'VE 
60TTEN ONE, 


WHEN YOU 
WERE * KIP, 
YOU /M.WWS 
SOT yOUR 
WOUTH 
CHOWlNS 
POWN 
ON IT/ 


SINCE 1 
B0U6HT IT, 
AT LEAST 
HAVE A 
BITE/ 








































































































































































FROM THEM ON, 
WHENEVER WE 
WERE IN A CROWP, 
1'P SET WORRIEP 
ANP 6RA8 YOUR 
HANP... 



UNTIL 

THEN,EVEN 
MARRIASE WILL 
HAVE TO— 


XT'S THE < 
I SAME WHETHER 
YOU'RE IN 6RAPE 
SCHOOL OR 
HI6H SCHOOL' 


PROMISEI? 

MOM, 

VOU KNOW.' 


UNTIL YOU 
6RAPUATE 
C0LLE6E 
ANP SET A 
CJOB, 


SERIOUSLY, 
STOP/ PON'T 
EVEN SAY 
THAT// 


I'M 

SOINS TO 
RAISE VOU 
UP RIGHT/ 


































WHEN 

you 
PlNP A 
suy 
you 

LIKE, 
BRINS 
Him TO 
MEET 
ME/ 


POrt'T 

6ET 

CHEEKV/ 


POR 

you, WHEN 
you 6ET A 

6IRLPRIPNP, 


PAP... 




































MV 

X 


ARE YOUR 
6UARPIANS' 








































URABE 


PIP you M/WE 
PUN AT YOUR 
6RANPPARENTS' 
MOUSE? 


TSU8AKI, 
LONS TIME 
NO SEE... 


WHAT'S 

WITH 

THAT 

OUTFIT 

2 / 













































































































































































































































































































SHE MV URABE 
/ARE BOTH TOO 
UN6UARPEP... 



YOUKO WASN'T 
WE£RlN6 /WVTHIN6 
U/NPER HER yUK/^T^, 
EITHER.,. 



®OMAp§ 


TSUB^KI, 


WANT /V\E 
TO Buy 
you ONE, 
TOO? 


I'M v 
6ETTIN6 
SOME 
COTTON 
CANP y. 


you 

LIKE COTTON 

cANpy, 

HUH? 


yEAH. 


























THE THREE 
OP US /Y\I6HT 
ENP UP 


IA/ALKI/M6 

^ROUflP 

T06ETHER 


INTRODUCE 
URABE TO 
mv SISTER, 
HUH? 





































well, x 

PON'T 

KNOW 

ABOUT 

THIS 

YEAR... 


BUT AT 
MEYT 
YEAR'S 
SUMMER 
FESTIVAL, 


you 

U/^MT 


19 END OF CHAPTER 27 


WALKIM6 
AS A TRIO 
/VU6HT BE 
OKA V... 






















































TSUBAKl* 




































































































HoM CLASSIC UT aASS. 


WOW... 

UE/MO 15 REALLY 
LOYAL TO OKA... 

X FEEL LIKE HE'S 
OVERTHI/MKINS A Sl/Y\PLE 
CULTURE FESTIVAL, 
BUT HIS PEVOTIOM IS 
KI/NPA IMPRESSIVE... 


X SUESS 
IT'S LIKE, 
"PO UNTO 
OTHERS AS 
YOU WOULP 
HAVE 

OTHERS PO 
TO YOU." 

























































THE WAY 
HER L0N6 HAIR 
6USTENEP AS IT 
WAVEP I/M THE 
BREEZE... 


X Sl/MCERELY 
6AVE THANKS 
TO OOP... 


ANP REAUZEP 
THAT X COULP 
SA2E AT HER 
BEAUTIPUL HAIR 
EVERY PAY... 


WHEN I WAS 
PLACEP BEHlNP 
HER APTER 
A SEATIN6 
CHAN6E 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT YOU 
PIPN'T EVEN 
REC06NIZE 
mE EARLIER. 



50/Y\E OTHER 6IRL 
YOU'RE SO INTO 
THAT YOU COULP 
EORSET ABOUT ME. 





















































































































f r 
































ONE 

Time, 


WHEN you 

WERE IN 
YOUR SEAT 



THEN X PUT 
IT IN A PLASTIC 
. 


ANP 

1 WOULI? 
somETimES 
TAKE IT OUT 
TO LOOK 
AT IT 


vmzmmm 


MwgfA^M 





































































































































































BUT SHQ'S 

never 

LOOKEP 

so... 



REALLY CUTE 
EOR SOME 
REASON... 



HAY A- WH- 
KAWA'S U/MAT 
PACE ? 
LOOKS... 






























MOUTH... 































































































0 END OF CHAPTER 28 


































neOWNgS.'" 0 

^VW\QOt <m§> 

vouow\e 2- ^J^-ieSS! J> 

it’s 1 ° * 0H vou^e i, 

;S-r 

THAM uSU/VU.. 

THEY'RE SPINNING 
«0EETHfl NU51M 


®B3 ®na ®®®IG] 

?AMTY SciSSoUS IS 
THE S76CIAU WtA?°M oT 
THIS comic’s HEROINE, MIICOTO 
URAW. that’s 

“MYSTERIOUS frtRLPRIEND x lS 

"A BOUNCE COMIC 
WITH A KILLER MOVE," 

you SBBff 






a few years ago ( 
the Author WAS worried About 
SOMETHIN. THIS WAS %AcR WHEN HE WAS 
WoRRIN<T OUT THE- RLOT TOR HIS NEW 
SERIES, "MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X, 

Somethin^ Along the lines ot 

«A MEET-CUTE THAT BEGINS WITH TASTING 

drool.” (what wnd of line is that?) 

he WANTED TO GIVE THE 
StoRY’S heroine Some SRgciAl, 
SuRFRiS'N^- characteristic to Set 
heR APART TRom ReGuuAR GiRlS AND 
Show that She is Actually the 
heroine, and after much agonising, 
An IDEA FLASHED into HIS MIND: 

THIS girl Has a killer 

technique. 



“MYSTERIOUS (tIRLFR'END X” 
will SOON ■reach ITS *>th charter. So now, 
I’D lire to RRESENT A <*ENERAE OVERVIEW oT 
THE SERIES TO THIS ?OINT IN TERMS OT THE 


“SRECIAL TECHNiauE.” 

ON THAT NOTE, A BONUS COMIC 
EXCLUSIVE TO THIS VOLUME STARTS 
ON THE NEXT PAGE 1 . J* 



MYSTERIOUS GIRLFRIEND X 














Panty Scissors 



The special technique most 
representative of Mysterious Girlfriend 
X is, without a doubt, Panty Scissors! 

It’s like EyeOluggerto UOtrOSevO! 

It’s like RockOt Punch to MaOingerZI! 

She can whip out her scissors with 
great speed and use them to cut up 
anything! 

Every time she pulls the scissors from her panties or tucks 
^ them back in, she twirls them on her fingers. It’s just like 
i when a gunman from a Western film twirls his gun when 
putting it back in its holster! 



In chapters 1,2, and 11, 
she cut up advertisement 
posters, and in chapter 26, 
she cut up adult magazines. 
For all its flashy action, the 
scissors actually don’t cut 
anything special. In her 
heart, she might be thinking 
“Once again, 

I have cut up a 
worthless object,” I 
just like GoOmon I 
from LuOin! 



I Urabe always 
wears white 
panties, but 
in chapter 11, 
she wore black 
ones to match 
her garter belt. 


In chapter 14, she has 
a folding fan tucked into 
her panties along with 
her scissors. Seems it’s 
possible to tuck other 
objects in those panties, 
too! 



























Mfi!! 






































WILL 

LOOK 0P APPEAR IN 

FOPU/APP COURSE, "MYSTERIOUS 
Tomv mV 6IRLFRIENP 
'7'7 INVESTISA- r IN THE 

pppnprl TI0N$ W1LI : PUTUR6. 
REPORT' CONTINUE/ | 




































“Take this!! 00000’’ («—we can’t say it] [ Dr. Tsubaki's Mysterious Girlfriend X Special Technique Report 


SPECIAL 
TECH¬ 
NIQUES 
NEEV 
NA/Y\ES\ 













































Ch as to Strike the \ l “^ rt ord er. It is a n^take to | and he 1 

de most 


,ht he was 

io excessive 
3 be consii 
were shai 
lg those inte 
have alluded 
ase gave hi! 
r of alertn 


lin, 1 


the hybrid 

STYLE THEY 
CREATED BY 

playing 

SYNTHESIZERS, 
A BRAND NEW 
INSTRUMENT AT 
THE TIME, WHILE 


blotted witi 
iemicals,yet 

ently had o THEY PERFORMED 


TN /AT 
/A1ND, 
THE POP 
HEROES 
OF THE 
■&OS HAD 


5 fragile phi 


body, when 

is man stiff 
how 

to break ti 


how c 


little 


attention 
rom venturi 
was except! 
, friends wl 
d break the 
existence. 

:es, 1 eager 
•y which he 
, and spent 
favouring to 
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if, in reply 
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Neither die 
led any cour 
g ht fit him 
any other r 
ould give 1 
earned wor 
studies 1 
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dons have 
rely no mat 
attain such f 


; had s 


red 


aid n 




our modern 


Desultory t 
able for the 
g No man 
nail matters 
aod reason f 
.norance w: 
knowledge.' 
philoso 


> kno 


my quoting 


t be and wl 

ise reached 
a i found in< 
rant of the 
of the com 
em. That 
i g in this 


relied round 


e such 


The comic "Mysterious Girlfriend X" most likely does not take pi 
times. If it did, Tsubaki and Urabe would be using the essential tool of our time, the cell 
phone, to stay in touch with each other like young people (or maybe almost all people?) do 
nowadays. But no cell phones actually appear in the comic, so there are no such scenes. 
One might then think that the setting of the comic is heavily influenced by the 1980's, the 
decade when I was in my teens, but there are also scenes in which Tsubaki and a sopho¬ 
more lend each other movies on DVD, so it's not set that far in the past, either. In short, the 
time frame of "Mysterious Girl X" is quite vague. Since the main characters of "Mysterious 
Girlfriend X" are high school students, the story fits into the "school" genre. Naturally, in 
works of the school genre, the things that the author felt, thought, and experienced in high 
school greatly influence the story. I don't know if the things felt by authors during their high 
school days always match the things felt by modern high school students. I'm in my late- 
30's now, so there's already a gap of nearly 20 years between me and current high school 
students. There are probably many comic artists who try to bridge this gap by researching 
the media, customs, and items that are currently popular among high school students and 
using those in their works, but I almost never do that. By the way, I often listen to the radio 
while I work, and I occasionally hear pop music that's popular these days. But I haven't 
bought a pop CD in about 15 years, so I don't know any of the song titles or 
names of the artists they play. As I listen to this music I don't know, I often 
think that the melodies, rhythms, and lyrics have a different sense from the pop 
music I listened to all the time as a teenager, but at its very roots, this music 
isn't so different from the pop music I was once so engrossed in. I think that's 
because, though many things change with the times, there are certain things, 
such as the excitement and thrill a boy feels when a cute new transfer student 
is seated next to him, that dont change much no matter what age he lives 
in. When I think about that, it stops me from researching current trends, and 
makes me feel like it doesn't matter whether the story takes place in the current 
day or a little further in the past. As the author, I hope that adult readers who 
have already graduated from high school will find "Mysterious Girlfriend X" a bit 
nostalgic, and that readers who are currently in high school or younger will find 
it different and fresh. 


ONE DAT, 
NOVEMBER 
2008 


R1ICHI 

UBHIBA 


4b 




1 1 could tar 
fou appear 

d ’ SmiUn |ow that I do kno> 


all do my best 1 


3 forget it." 


and to fasten u’v — andankles were 
in the wall, his thongs; and an 

airt with leath “Jf ca ^ed his least 


a* rattle in his 



















LOOK FALLS ASLEEP IS 
FORWARP CUTE? WELL, THIS 
TO VOLUME & A COMIC ABOUT 
3// THAT SORT 

OF GIRL. 
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